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From ftidap Jane 12, to Wandayp Fune 15, 1713. 





Ouidvis potnis ex Wis, quam Regem, expettenus. 


Cicero de Divinatione. 








Onjicur the Marefchal Bajfompierre, fpeak- 
ing of the Troubles and Diflentions that 
Infefted the Grifons, about the beginning 
of the laft Age, occafion’d by the great 

Animofities cinian the Two Houfes of 

Planta and Salis, makes this very extraordinary Remark, 

That the Partizans of the Houje of Salis had the Cun- 

ning and Addrefs to perfuade the People, that Thofe 
of Planta were of the Spani/h Fagtion, and entirely De- 

voted to that Intereft ; under which Pretence, they got 

them Condemn’d and Perfecuted, at the very time that 

they were really in the Intereft of France, and actually 

reforted to that Court for Succour and Relief in their 
) Extremities. Such is the Power of Delufion and Po- 
pular Infaruation! Such are the Artifices and Strata- 
gems of a Projecting, Induftrious Fa@tion! Whofe Ma- 
gick is of that Force, as often to Overfhadow the clear- 
eft Facts, ftifle the plaineft Proofs, and give a wrong 
Turn to all the Evidences and Appearances of Things : 
So that it fhall be in their Power to Mifrepréfent whole 
Nations and Communities of Men; and to fuch a De- 
zee, that no Attempts fhall be wanting to make Man- 
ind believe, That they are in Fact, Friends to that 
Intereft, which they have all along moft zealoufly op- 
‘Sate and Enemies to thofe very Powers, whofe 
riendfhip they were always moft ftudious to Preferve, 
and had obliged themfelves to Adhere to them, by all 
the Attachments of Selfprefervation and Duty. 

Upon weighing this Remarkable Paffage, 1 imagin’d 
it gave me an exaé& Image of the Conduét of the Whigs 
in the Affair of the Proteffant Succeffion in the Mluftrious 
Houfe of Hanover, which is now made the Subject of fo 
many Ill-grounded Fears and Sufpicions. The Futlion, 
an an Apith awkward manner, are playing over the fe- 

ond Part of Swifs Politicks, and by a Courfe of La- 
bour'd Calumny, and the moft Saucy Impofitions upon 
he Senfe of Mankind, that ever ventur'd abroad in 
open Day, they have try’d to perfuade their Fellow- 
pubjefts, That they themfelves are the only Friends to 
he Hanover Line, and the great Supporters of the 
he ——e : Whilft thofe very Men, who have attu- 
lly preferved not only the Succeffion, but the Firm 
and Being of our Government ; and whofe Care of the 
ruftant Religion can never be Queftion’d, fo long as 
: Church of England fhall be accounted the great 
ory of the Rejormation, are reprefented as in a fecret 
ombination to Overthrow this Publick Security, and 
eptive us of our laft Hopes and Refort, under the 
elancholy Confideration that Her Prefent Mayefty is 
ot, what fhe deferves to be, /mmortal. The only po- 
ular Reafon given for Proof of this abfurd Surmife, 
nd which feems to carry any Weight arnong Weak 
onfiderate, and Prejudic’d People, is the advancin 
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of fome Doétrines, which the Tories are too Proud of 
to Difavow, concerning the Mlegality of Refiftance to 
the Supream Power, and the Duty of Obedience and 
Subjection ; without which Principles, it is Impoflible 
to tell how a Succeffor can be fafe, fince the Breach of 
them is the only Thing that can Difturb or Endanger 
the fame Perfon, when in Poffeflion of the Crown. 
Whatever hurts the Eftate it felf, and renders it Pre- 
carious, can be of no great Advantage to the Heir; and 
only They, who undertook to prove, That to Obey 
Her Prefent Mayeffy, was Queftioning Her Right, are 
the fitteft Om ha to demonftrate, That the fame 
Maxims which Dethron’d a Stwart, and Cut his Head 
off, which laid wafte his Kingdoms, and Difinherited 
his Race, are the only and fureft Method to bring in 
the Hosfe of Hanover, eftablihh their Right, and 
lengthen out the Entail to them and their Heirs for 
CVT e 

Had it been the Way of the Whigs to accufe the Mi- 
niffry and their Friends,’ upon any Appearance of 
Proof, or even the moft Remote Probabilities, they 
might have ftaid till fome Overt-acts of an Attempt 
upon the Sxeceffion had given an Occafion for a Surmife 


_ Of this Nature ; but why they fhould make it a Que- 


ftion at this time of Day, when they do :.ot fee the 
leaft Inclination in any of our People to enter upon the 
Difpute, no reafon can be given, unlefs they really 
intend to Confirm the World in thofe Sufpicions they 
have fo juftly Entertain’d of them, That the Affront is 
mean’d to Her Prefent Maye/fy, and ought to be fet to 
account among the many Infults they have lately aim’d 
at the Throne, whilft they take a Pride in exprefling 
their * $1 for any Succeffor, by Labouring a Caufe, 
which all good Men heartily with may not come to be 
try'd thefe many Years ; or, That they certainly defign 
to fet afide the Succeffion, by endeavouring to confine 
it to the Interefts of a Ruin’d Party; and by taking fo 
much Pains to convince Mankind, that it is no longer 
a Common Caufe, but the Hope and Fxpeétation of a 
fingle Faétion only. All which Management naturally 
tends to the Introducing of their otvn Repablican Schemx ; 
a Scheme, that has employ’d all their Tongues and 
Pens, fo that we have no reafon to place it at any great 
Diftance from their Hearts ; it being unlikely to fup- 

ofe, that Men of Antimonarchical Prindples fhould 

e more zealous for the Succeffion of the Crown, 
than for the Crown it felf; or that the avowed Eneimics 
to Hereditary Right thou!d deviate trom themfelves, for 
the fake of any One Family unlefs we can imagine 
that Oaths have taken a ftronger hold of them than 
formerly, or that any Obligarion of this kind can ever 
et the Better of Inveterate Habit, and Uninterrupted 
Pratl 
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I would by no means be guilty of following their 
Example, and of giving any Encouragement to a Ru- 
mour or Sufpicion of fo dangerous a Nature, as every 
Suggeftion mult be, which feems to intimate, That 
there is any Sett of Men, of any Strength or Power, 
amongft us, who would oppofe and cleat the Prete- 
fant Succeffion. 1am willing to believe, that we all 
agree in this grand Fundamental. Let the Whigs anfwer 
for the Confequences of making it a Queftion. But 
yet I could with, that the Bulk of their People would 
look a little more narrowly into the Conduét of their 
Leaders, and fift their Meafures, and Sentiments of this 
Affair, to the Bottom. Were they profefs'd Facobites, 
they could not more effectually oppofe the Hoxfe of 
Hanover, than I fhall plainly prove they have done, by 
feveral flagrant Inftances of their late Behaviour. 1 put 
it upon them to find a Cure for our Jealoufies in this 
Cafe ; and for the fake of the Succcffion, \ thall be glad 
to it Il-grounded. 

Mayefty hath folemnly affured Her People, That 
there uw a perfetl Friendfhip between Her Self and the 
Houfe of Hanover ; and, That thofe, whe would make a 
Merit by feparathyg Her Intereffs, and the Interefts of that 
Iiluftrious Family, will never attain their ill Ends. One 
would think this were enough to reconcile every good 
Subject to thofe Councels, by which this perfeét Friend- 
Ship was eftablifh'd ; fuch only excepted, as had a Hand 
in attempting to Separate the Interefts of the Houfe of 
Hanover, from thofe of Fler Majefty ; and who they are, 
it will be no very difficult Matter to difcover, when we 
hear them every Day expreffing their infolent Refent- 
ment at this very Aifuranc:, which was fo generoully in- 
tended for the Calming of Mens Minds, and transfer- 
ring the Bleflings of the prefent Reign to Pofterity. I 
have feen the Form of an Addre/s lately Publifh’d, in- 
flead of the Swljfance, wherein we are taught to Defire, 
that this Perfect Friendfhip may be con/tantly cultivated on 
BOTH SIDES; but how a Friend, Pip can be Perfeét, 
which is not culttvated on BOTH SIDES, will be 
hard to reconcile with the receiv'd Notions of Mankind, 
That nothing hath been wanting on Her DAcye/ty’s Side 
to cultivate tbs Friendfhip, Her own Royal Word is the 
beft Evidence : What Intelligence the fir Projectors of 
this formal Paper have to fuggeft, that the fame good 
Underftanding, on the Side tf she Houfe of Hanover, ss 
fill to be defired, themfelves beft know : 1 am fure, fo 
extraordinary an Intimation ought to be reckon’d among 
thofe Separating Attempts, the Authors of which, we 
hope, will never attain their Ill Ends. A more fatal 
Shock to the Intereft of a Family, eannot well be gi- 
ven, than by promoting a Mifunderftanding between 
Two Branches, whofe Perfect Friendfhip is their com- 
mon Safety and Happinefs. Such an Attempt is enough 
to invalidate a thoufand Abjurations ; and fo far as it 
breaks out into Overt-Aéts, deferves the notice of the 
Legiflature, and may make a good Claufe in any future 
Law, for an additional Security. 1 know the fais Merit 
thefe Men would be thought to make; and that they 
vainly hope to open a Door this way for their excluded 


Friends to enter at ; but certainly no one can imag, 
that They, who had almoft ruin’d one Crown’d Beat 
fhould be the fitteft Infruments to promote the (jlo, 
and Welfare ef another , and let it be confider’d, ¢}, 
it can never be for the Intereft of the Protcfanr fot 
fon w have the World believe, that it muft come over 
in company with a Turn of fuch fatal Confequen; 
and fo dire¢tly oppofite to the Genius and Bent of ty 
Nation. ) 

Had the Whigs been fuffer’d to carry on their Mj/j;, 
Scheme to thofe remote Periods for which they leat 
ed it, what, in all human probability, would have Been 
the Confequence ? Either we muft have fallen a Prey 
to France, who might perhaps have tird us with te 
Romantick Attempts of an entire Conguefi, or amiij 
the Uncertainties of War, have met with fome fupri- 
zing Attonement for paft Mistortunes; or, if nothin 
of this had happen’d, we might have been devour'd by 
thofe very Allies, whom we had made Far and Wap. 
ton with or Blood and Treafure, and enabled them 1) 
carry on a War, as well againff, as nithout us, Pe. 
haps fome Neutral Power had ftarted up, with a fie) 
Force and in the heighth of Vigour, to whofe Am 
and Pretenfions we muft have fubmitted ; or, whurj 
moft likely, fome Domeftick Hero had mark’d ou; 
better Title with his Sword, than that of Gened 
Prince, or Conqueror; had claim’d thofe for his ow 
whom he fav’d and deliver’d ; and after rifing to a Ge 
neral for Life, thought it a Piece of Idlenefs and ne. 
lest of Honour, not to take one Srep more, to get int 
a Throne. In either of thefe Cafes, where had th: 
Hanover Succeffion been, and how poor a ftand woul 
the /fronge/f Oath have made againft Sword arid Gun, the 
old Inia le Artillery and Orthodoxy of the Saints? Le 
fuch of the Whigs improve this Reflection, who are nx 
yet difpos’d to Cultivate the Arts of Peace : For hadth 
bloody Banner been difplay’d fo long as they were wil 
ling to hold it, we fhould have much fooner feenu 
End of the Prote/fant Succeffion, than of the War. 

Can it be for the Intereft of the Hanover Fami\, 
that they fill go on to thwart and oppofe the pref 
Government, to Poifon Men’s Minds by corrupting 
their Confciences, and to promote Divifions and An: 
mofities between their Fellow Subjects ? The Hittoris 
of Edmund Ironfide, of Maud the Emore and of th 
Young Prince, Nephew to Richard the Wid, may Cot 
vince us, that Sacceffions are beft fecured by a precedig 
Calm and Series of Tranquility. A troubled Srate is: 
Fithery for Pretenders. Fluxes and Refluxes in the Gr 
vernment as naturally bring over Invafions, as thok ¢ 
the Tide do foreign Wares and Merchandize ; and th 
more Divided, the lefs able are we, to keep out aly 
fuch Attempts upon our Laws and Liberties, ‘I he!’ 
would do well to confider this in time, and take sf! 
little of their Zeal for a Difcarded Miniffry, to pixeit, 
where it would fit better, upon a Proteffant Succi 
For not a Thoufand of thofe Heads, tor which they 
in pain, can weigh in the Ballance againft the rem} 
Dejcendent of that Princely Family, 
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